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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 21 recites "a computer program product 

in a computer readable medium." According to Applicant's specification, a computer 

readable medium may include "digital and analog communication links, wired or 

wireless communications links using transmission forms, such as, for example, radio 

frequency and light wave transmissions," (see page 24, lines 13-22). However, these 

examples do not belong to the group of a process, machine, manufacture, or 

composition of matter as required by 35 U.S.C. 101. Thus, claims 21-25 are directed to 

non-statutory subject matter and are therefore rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1, 8-11, 18-21 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,332,180 to Kauffman et al. (hereinafter Kauffman). 

With respect to claim 1 , Kauffman discloses a method in a data processing 
system for generating a notification of an event (abstract and column 29, lines 28-36), 
the method comprising: 

responsive to detecting a presence of the event in a platform in the data 
processing system, generating a hardware interrupt to an operating system (column 29, 
line 58-column 30, line 12 and column 31, lines 19-21 - source instance generates 
inter-processor interrupt); 

responsive to the presence of the event, storing the event in a partition queue 
associated with a partition firmware (column 29, line 58-column 30, line 12 and column 
30, line 53-column 31 , line 1 - source instance modifies appropriate event bit in 
bitvector or copies relevant event data to packet queue of target); 

responsive to receiving a request to check the hardware interrupt in the partition 
firmware, identifying the event in the partition queue (column 30, lines 13-30 and 
column 31, lines 21-38 - target instance examines event data); and 

responsive to identifying the event, processing the event (column 30, lines 30-38 
and column 31 , lines 38-43 - target instance calls appropriate processing routine). 

With respect to claim 8, Kauffman discloses wherein the event has an event type 
and wherein partition queue associated with the event type (column 29, lines 40-50). 
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With respect to claim 9, Kauffman discloses wherein the data processing system 
is a logical partitioned data processing system having a plurality of partitions in which 
each partition includes the operating system (column 4, lines 34-45). 

With respect to claim 10, Kauffman discloses wherein the request is generated in 
response to the operating system identifying a source for the hardware interrupt 
(column 30, lines 8-16). 

Claims 1 1 and 18-20 are a means for performing the method of claims 1 and 8- 
10, respectively, and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 21 is a computer program product for performing the method of claim 1 , 
and is rejected under the same rationale. 

With respect to claim 26, Kauffman discloses a data processing system (figures 
1, 2) comprising: 

a bus system (figure 1, item 122); 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of 
instructions (figure 1, item 120); and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system (figure 1, items 108, 110, 112, 
114), wherein the processing unit executes a set of instructions to generate a hardware 
interrupt to an operating system, in response to detecting a presence of an event in a 
platform in the data processing system (column 29, line 58-column 30, line 12 and 
column 31, lines 19-21); store the event in a partition queue associated with a partition 
firmware, in response to the presence of the event (column 29, line 58-column 30, line 
12 and column 30, line 53-column 31, line 1); identify the event in the partition queue, in 
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response to receiving a request to check the hardware interrupt in the partition firmware 
(column 30, lines 1 3-30 and column 31 , lines 21 -38); and process the event, in 
response to identifying the event (column 30, lines 30-38 and column 31 , lines 38-43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-7, 12-17, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kauffman in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,792,564 to Ahrens, Jr. et al. 
(hereinafter Ahrens). 

With respect to claim 2, Kauffman does not disclose expressly wherein the 
processing step includes initiating a corrective action; and sending a notification to the 
operating system. 

Ahrens teaches a method for reporting error events in a logically partitioned 
multiprocessing system (abstract and column 1, lines 9-15), which includes initiating a 
corrective action (column 5, lines 50-58); and sending a notification to the operating 
system (column 7, lines 9-14). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Kauffman by initiating a corrective action and sending a 
notification to the operating system, as taught by Ahrens. A person of ordinary skill in 
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the art would have been motivated to do so because, although Kauffman discloses 
processing of events (column 30, lines 30-38 and column 31, lines 38-43), they are not 
restricted to error events which need to be corrected. However, since Kauffman does 
disclose taking action depending upon the processed event (column 29, lines 40-56), it 
would have been highly desirable to incorporate the teachings of Ahrens, to initiate 
corrective actions and send a notification to the operating system, in the event of an 
error. 

With respect to claim 3, modified Kauffman discloses wherein the notification is 
an informational log (Ahrens - column 7, lines 9-18). 

With respect to claim 4, modified Kauffman discloses wherein the processing 
step includes sending an error log to the operating system (Ahrens - column 7, lines 9- 

18). 

With respect to claim 5, modified Kauffman discloses responsive to receiving the 
error log at the operating system, performing by the operating system at least one of a 
corrective action and a preventative action (Ahrens - column 5, lines 50-58). 

With respect to claim 6, modified Kauffman discloses wherein the event is one of 
a thermal event or a power event (Ahrens - column 5, lines 42-47). 

With respect to claim 7, modified Kauffman discloses wherein the processing 
step results in at least one of backing of data in a memory to a disk, freezing 
input/output operations, suspending kernel services, and monitoring the platform for 
additional events (Ahrens - column 5, lines 50-58). 
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Claims 12-17 are a means for performing the method of claims 2-7, and are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Claims 22-25 are a computer program product for performing the method of 
claims 2-7, and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Guyton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3807. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571 ) 272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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